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EDITORIAL *& 
EDITORIAL 
One of our correspondents in 'Pop 
Valve' has made some very interesting 
and constructive comments about Jour- 
nal. However in answer to his first 
comment regarding the use of location VOLUME 29 ISSUE 139 
maps, quite often if we did not print 
the map there would be no indication CONTENTS 
that we had a particular Branch. It Page 
Could be deleted when we have some 
@®&ranch Notes from the Branch, but it 38 
3 a necessary space filler and remin- Nee ee ma 
as yaee pan ee | NSW Branch Exhibition : 1979 41 
plain ah ii Te reer ee Anatomy of a Branch Line : Part 4 53 
written before the Oct/Dec No 137 habe fubobet Lake 62 
appeared, as this issue answers most a Goiee 63 
of his queries. Other answers ap- rede Nokes 65 
peared inthe Nov/Dec 1978 issue No 132, Beledom Ban Gulvases: Southiees 
so between the two everyone should Train Uroek 66 
be reasonably conversant about how the Rocdodiet, Gabindia Now eth eiee 68 
competitions operate. St Halian City : Part 3 70 
If more members’ would sound off, 
Federal Committee would know how we 3 
can help the members. Perhaps more Pcie paid adil ssh ateiadss 
members should read the Pop Valve in CREDITS 
this Issue, and decide how they can fiditor Rex Little 
give us a hand to keep this magazine PO Box 46 
going as the Journal of the Austra- Nunawading Vic 3131 
lian Model Railway Association, not Publishes Kan Doon 
just the Journal of one or two Branches. 5/9 Wattle. Averue 
Rex Bittle Glenhuntly Vic 3163 
Editor Artwork Rex Little 
KK KKKKEKKEKREKREKKEKEKK Cover Design Sentinel-Times 
Typing Helen Radford 
Printing Sentinel-Times Publishing 


ON THE COVER 

A scene on Ray Pilgrim's Byalong 
Tayout at the AMRA NSW Branch's 1979 
Exhibition. Photo by Jack Parker. 
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THE SECRETARY'S 
DESK 


a. |. 


I have received a few letters crit- 
icising some ways the Branch's operate. 
Every member of a Branch is able to 
attend meetings, and can vote at the 
A.G.M., or else put their feelings in 
writing to the Committee, but unfort- 
unately a number choose to discuss 
their problems elsewhere, and often not 
with AMRA members. In some cases, 
this in turn leads to rumours being 
started that shave no foundation what- 
soever. 

Another complaint that seems to come 
up regularly is why do members have to 
pay to attend a Branch Exhibition? 
Why they should not have to pay, when 
more than likely, they have not given 
any of their time in preparations, or 
during the Exhibition is hard to say. 

Then again, some think that the 
Branch should not only provide layouts 
on which members can run their equip- 
ment, but also supply high quality 
rolling stock as well?! 

It is easy to stand outside and 
guess at the number of people paying to 
get in, a bit of mental arithmatic and 
hey presto - x amount of dollars. But 
the outgoing expenses are not considered 
let alone the costs of operating a club 
room, or hiring a hall. Perhaps some 
people think that wedo not have to pay 
rates and taxes, or even electricity: 

The NSW Branch sends out a six 
monthly program of activities to mem- 
bers, and on each one is a request for 
members to contact the Committee if 
they have any suggestions for any ac- 
tivity. Needless to say few take the 
opportunity to do or say anything con- 
structive. It seems that it is easier 
to decry others! efforts, orelse claim 
that it is a clique running the show. 

It is strange, in this age of mass 
protest, that we do not hear from more 
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of the 3 
not be to their liking. 
always been available to blow off steam 


members over matters that may 


Journal has 


Or express ideas. We have been in 
strife with the production of Journal, 
more often not of our choosing, but so 
far we have not missed an issue ~- even 
if it did get out rather late. On the 
subject of Journal, [I must 
statement that I have made many times. 
before - we are NOT incompetition with 
any other magazine, Journal is purely 
an Association magazine for the benefit 
of our members. Just the same as is 
the news sheet orany other publication 
of hundreds of similar clubs or assoc- 
iations of all types and sizes. 

One thing I am sure of, members do 
not make much use of Journal in spread- 
ing information or ideas, or even supp- 
lying photos which may be of interest 
to others. It is no help to say there 
is not much meat in the sandwich, if 
one is not prepared to supply some of 
the filling. 


I read once, that this page is mainly 
filled with moans. Well I can only 
say after 12 years of doing this page, 


there has been little else to do, when@™ 


so few bother to co-operate and ease 
the work load. Human nature being 
what it is, and Iguess will always be, 
the story will still be the same in X 
number of years. BUT, just a little 
bit of effort from members could make 
a big difference to the Association. 
Do not leave it to the other member, 
because he may be leaving it to you. 

The cost of the hobby is jumping, 
and more articles on how to do things 
will beof help to lots of members, who 
would like to make something, but are 
not sure how to go about it. SO come 
on, share your knowledge. 


repeat am 
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I will be going to NZ to attend a 
convention, along withafew other mem- 
bers. I must say that NZ modellers 
are a pretty keen bunch, brought about 
mainly by necessity, as they do not 
have access tothe great range of equip- 
ment available in this country. 

It will be interesting to see what 
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effect the petrol situation in that 
country will have on the attendance at 
the convention, compared with the one 
held in Auckland two years ago, when 
over 400 attended. That is what I call 
enthusiasm. How will Hobsons Bay 
compare? 
Norm Read 
Federal Secretary 
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A NSWGR STARTER: 


by R Comerford 


Many potential Australian prototype 
modellers are lost to the hobby during 
their entry into it when they first 
discover the lack of ready-to-run models 
or 'shake the box! kits of their local 
railway system. The choice between 
laying out afew bucks over the counter 
and walking out with the basics of a 
foreign railway system which can be 
up and running before tea, and the few 
models of local prototype which are 
in the beginners! price range and will 

need hours of work and the purchase of 
other parts to get to the same stage, 
it is no wonder which way the beginner 
goes. With a bit of selective buying, 
the beginner is capable of achieving 
the instant railway, and yet as time 
and skill permit, convert these pur- 
chases to acceptable NSWGR models. 


“BASICS 


The first thing to do before attempt- 
ing anything newisto read on the sub- 
ject and I recommend the Kalmbach pub- 
lications: HO Primer, ABC's of Model 
Railroading, Scenery for Model Rail- 
roads, Howto Wire Your Model Railroad. 

- These books will show you how to 
build your base boards, lay trackwork, 
connect power toit and lay the ground- 
work for your scenery. Some points 
arising from these books to note are: 
1. The Americans use plywood for their 


baseboards, most modellers here use 4'' 


-pyneboard instead, and occasionally 4" 
caneite over that to help in sound re- 


Part 1. 


duction. 


2- Substitute Selleys Spakfilla or 
Similar plaster instead of Hydrocal. 
3. Lichen is not very effective for 
representing Australian shrubbery. 

4. Peco flexi-track and Peco inter- 
national fine scale points are prob- 
ably the best buys for the beginner 
due to its robustness and electrical 
reliability. Not that it is perfect 
though, being of Code 100 rail section 
which is far too large, Code 70 being 
much closer to scale size, and the 'Frog! 
(V shaped part of the point) is 'dead! 
not (electrically conducting). Shin- 
Ohara code 100 points possess a_ live 
frog, but these areonly recommended if 
you wire the switching of the frog to 
spare contacts on the point motor, as 
contacts on the point itself are not 
to be relied upon. Code 70 track is 
not recommended for the beginner as 
equipment manufactured in Europe will 
not run on it due to the large flange 
on their wheels. Not such a great 
problem for rolling stock, but loco- 
motives are difficult even for the 
experienced when it comes to changing 
or reprofiling wheels, which brings 
us tor: : 


STANDARDS 

The two which concern us most are = 
lL. Wheel and track dimensions. To 
work efficiently the shape of the wheel 
and the gap at the frog are the most 
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critical dimensions as regards reliable 
running, most products for the American 
market are made to NMRA (National Model 
Railroad Association of America) stand- 
ards, the shape of the flange and coning 
of the wheel being asensible compromise 
between direct reduction of the proto- 
type (which would mean springing or 
compensation of all wheels and much 
higher standards of track laying), and 
the large and ugly flanges used by 
European manufacturers for their toy 
market. It would be nice to be able 
to use the American system entirely but 
this would exclude the beginner from 
what are otherwise superbly running 
locomotives and very useful to the Aust- 
ralian modeller. This is why the rec- 


ommendation for Code 100 trackwork, 
finer trackwork can come later if and 
when the modeller desires. The im- 


portant point is that the wheels and 
rails be set the correct distance apart 
and this is best checked with a gauge. 

The AMRA produce a HO standards gauge 
which is available from the Federal 
Secretary, Norm Read, 3 Augusta Street, 


Strathfield 2135, and is an absolute 
must for the HO modeller. Price at 
time of writing - $1.25. CHEAP! 


2. Couplers. Models produced for 
the American market usually have the 
same type of couplers, sometimes called 
X2f's, European models’ have various 
types of couplers. The important point 
for the modeller here again is stand- 
ardisation, various types of couplers 
can be purchased separately and with 
minor modifications fitted to those 
vehicles which don't have your chosen 
standard coupler. The best coupler 
for NSWGR is the 'Kadee' which, although 
it is expensive and requires care in 
assembly, looks realistic and is far 
more flexible in operation with its 
delayed uncoupling feature. Savings 
can be made byusing existing couplings 
between permanently coupled rakes (e.g. 
passenger sets, bulk coal oroil trains) 
and installing Kadees at both ends to 
couple the loco and brake van. When 
buying Kadees it is essential to buy 
the coupler height gauge to ensure 
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correct positioning of the coupler on 
each vehicle for reliable operation. 
TRACK LAYOUT 

Not only are Australian rolling 
stock, buildings and scenery different 
from overseas railways, but also’ the 
layout of stations and yards are diff- 
erent and track plans found in foreign 
model magazines, while sometimes use- 
ful in giving an idea of what can be 
achieved in a specific area, need to 
be redesigned for local conditions. 
Plans of NSWGR stations and yards can 
be found in the local model and proto- 
type magazines, and can also be obtained 
from the PTC of NSWarchivrs: Room B34, 
Transport House, 11-31 
Sydney 2000, orGPO Box 29, Sydney 2001,. 
telephone 02 290 4907, open 0900-1200, 
1300-1600 hours weekdays. This is 
not to imply that these plans should 
be copied exactly, but after studying a 
few of these plans you will see how the 
problems of station design were solved 
by the NSWGR to fit local conditions. 
Below is atypical plan for a NSWGR 
type shunting layout which is based on 
Yass Town. 


Fippseé Yarp 


ide Are Roap YARD 


SIZE +- /0'x2’ approx oo 


Having built the baseboard, laid the 
track and connected power to it we would 
now require something to run on it. 
Typically, one loco would suffice, one 
carriage, a guards van and a few goods 
vehicles, so let us delve into the for- 
eign model shelves. 

Loco - Rivarrossi Genoa. 

Carriage - Roundhouse 50! 

480-5001. 

Coal Hopper - TYCO 4 bin hopper. 

Refrigerator car - Athern 40! reefer 

with ice bunkers. 

Flat Wagon - Ratio GW Bolster. 


pullman 


York Street «™ 


-_~ 


CPNNSWGR models. 
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Brake Van - Lima South Australian 
Brake Van (although this 
is an Australian model it 
is not for NSW conversion 
but will not look out of 
place until all models 
are converted to NSWGR 
prototype). 

Oil Yard - Athern triple dome tanker 

With these vehicles fixed with your 
choice of couplers, you will be able to 
Operate your railway almost immediately, 
coal for the loco, passengers for junc- 
Lion, .@tc.. 

Following is alist of some vehicles 
which can be converted to acceptable 
These conversions will 
range from little more than a coat of 
paint up to full rebuilding of the 
locomotive superstructure. Some of 
these conversions will be discussed in 
future articles. 

LOCOMOTIVES 

130 - Rivarrossi Genoa 

21 - Roundhouse 1/7C 

233 °34,5..98: =  E¥CO- 466,50 

28, 29 - Roundhouse 16L 

30, 30T - Jouef 8292 

35, 36 - Life like Pennsy G5 

38 - Lima 38 

40 - 

42, 421 - Hornby Comm-rail diesel body 
and Atlas SD35 chassis, Rivar- 
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rossi EK8 
44 - Lima 44 
46 - Lima Dutch Electric 
50, 53 - Jouef 2.8.0 8292 
57, 58 - Lima ATSF 2.8.2 
59 - Jouef 141R, Lima DB 2.8.2 
70 - Jouef 630 series Swiss or DB shunt- 
er 
RDC - Athern Budd RDC 
PASSENGER COACHES 
CB - Triang Clerestories 
BB, CCA/CA, FA, FO/BI = Roundhouse 50! 
Pullman 480- 
5001 
Indian Pacific Cars - Lima Indian 
Pacific cars 
GOODS VEHICLES 
K, U - Lima, Rivarrossi Italian 4 wheel 
steel open wagon 
LV - Lima LV 
TRC - Athearn 40! Ice Bunker Reefer 
G - Ratio GW Bolster Wagon 
LFW - Jouef Well Wagon 
BCH, BWH - Athearn, TYCO, Rivarrossi 4 
bin hopper 
DOT - TYCO chemical car 
2 Dome, 3 Dome Tankers - Athearn, Bach- 
man 3 Dome 
Tankers : 

In part..2 of: this series: we wilt 
discuss information, how to get it and 
use it, parts and availability, tools, 
paints, etc. 
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-NSW Branch Exhibition: 1979 


The decision to use two buildings for 
our 1979 Exhibition turned out to be a 
good one, but it made agreat deal more 
work for the organisers and volunteer 
helpers, all of whom deserve our pro- 
found thanks. With forty seven stands 
in 2000 square metres, the Exhibition 
has become very big and AMRA's resources 
of men and women power was’ stretched 
to the very limit. For instance with 
two buildings we needed two supervisors, 
two information stands, and there were 
more exits to be manned. 


An intercom and public address system 
had to be set up, organising meals and 
morning and afternoon teas for so many 
people was a major task. 

Transport was. another 
a big effort was required. 
a tremendous mountain of equipment to 
be transported to and from the Exhibit- 
ion, including three layouts. Anong 
the items transported were about ninety 
chairs, which were intended for the 
convenience of the paying customers. 
However, within about aday most of them 


area where 


TAPE: WAS ee 
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had disappeared behind the various 


stands. Next time we'll have to ask 
the exhibitors to provide their cwn 
seating if they want it. 

Operators had to be found for AMRA's 
three layouts. There was no difficulty 
with the N gauge, but there was_ some 
trouble at first with the two HO lay- 
outs. An exhibition isn't the same 


as a Branch meeting, a message we had 


some difficulty getting across to some 
of the operators. The public have 
paid to see trains run. Constant de- 
railments and stalled locos cannot be 
tolerated and some people were quite 
put out when asked to get their stuff 
off the track. 

Anyway, after the first hour or so 
the unreliable trains had been weeded 


out and the layouts ran well for the 
rest of the Exhibition. 
The general formula of one third 


One third semi-commercial 
clubs and private indi- 


commercial, 
and one third 


Yes, there are 
somewhere!! 


some layouts in there 
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viduals was followed, although most of 
the stands had a model railway of one 
kind or another on them. There would 
have been thirty to thirty-five lay- 
outs among the various standss 

Bill Bates and Rex Little from Mel- 
bourne (Nonsuch Railway) and the Dubbo 
Model Railway Club, deserve a special 
mention, as does the Hunter Valley Group 
and the Newcastle Tramway Modellers. 
These people have travelled considerable 
distances to be with us. 


Following is a brief description of 
each stand: 
STAND 1 

Railway Philately - 
This display of postage stamps with a 
railway theme, was very well presented 
and drew much favourable comment. The 
display included a stamp from the Congo 
decorated with a NSWGR 38 class loco. 
STAND 2 

Strathfield - Burwood MRC 
A 3mx1.3m 00 gauge layout with 
Hornby and Mainline locos and rolling 


stock. Also displayed were paintings 
of NSW railway scenes. 
STAND 3 
Platform 3 
This commercial stand had many items 


on sale, including paint in NSW railway 
colours, and a range of road vehicles. 
STAND 4 

The 3mm Society 
Mr E Mullett showed his 2.8 m x 1.3.m 
TT layout andacollection of TT equip- 
ment owned by society members. 
STAND 5 

TC Rail Models 
A display of high quality assembled 
passenger car kits. Included was an 
etched side fora NSW BN passenger car. 
STAND 6 

The NSW Railway Transport Museum 
Photographs of Australian railway scenes 
were shown. Books, periodicals and 
souvenirs were on sale. Plans for the 
exhibition hall at Thirlmere were dis- 
played. 
STAND 7 

Hunter Valley MRC 
An Ohio Northern N gauge layout was 


Bruce Snowfoot” > 


= 


_ 


STAND 3 


STAND 1 
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Railway Philately by Bruce Snowfoot 


PLATFORM 3 


running well. This layout was 2.5 mx 
1.5 m and ran USA trains. 
STAND 8 

The Nonsuch Railway Co 
From Littleheap to Burwin Yard, this N 
gauge layout was brought from Melbourne 
by Rex Little and Bill Bates. Many 
fine models of VR trains were running 
on this large layout. 
STAND 9 | 

Newcastle Tramway Modellers 
Featured on this stand was a 4" to 
the foot working tramway system, with 
parks and city scape. Photographs and 
static models were displayed. 


STAND 10 ee 
-- ~The Robinson. Family. Layout... 
This 2 m x 3 m Marklin layout is always 


very popular at exhibitions, and this 


occasion was no exception. Several 
trains were in constant motion without 
the slightest hitch. 
STAND 11 

British Scale Nodel Railway Group 
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STAND 9 


Newcastle 


STAND 8 
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Tramway Modellers 


Modelling demonstrations were conduct- 
ed on this stand, included were struc- 
ture modelling, and paint work con- 
struction. 


STAND 12 
Hornby Railway Collectors 

A look into the history of our hobby. 
An 'O' gauge tinplate layout with four 
circuits was running, there was 2lso a 
large collection of 'O' and 'OO* gauge 
tinplate trains ondisplay. Prospective 
members contact David Niel in Sydney 
(02) 451 4363, or Frank Sheerem in Mel- 
bourne (03) 299 2551. 

STAND 13 


Bill Webb Mail Order Model Railway .— 


Supplies 
Bill had ample supplies of Fleishman, 


Marklin, etc, equipment for sale. 
STAND 14 


Intertoy 
A layout demonstrating the Hornby range 
of equipment was running. Video 


equipment was operating, which enabled 
viewers to get a close-up look at’ the 
trains On a TV screen. 


Nonsuch Railway by Bill Bates and Rex Little 
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Steam Locos. 


s 1/240 scale Live 


The three photos above show Arthur Sherwood! 


Is, 


2 electr 


ive loco 


dr 


1c 


2= 


2= 


scale 


Ss 1/240 


Arthur Sherwood! 


Page 46 


Hornby Railway Collectors 


STAND 12 


STAND 15 

R Caldecott 
A TT English prototype layout ran well 
with a variety of trains. | 
STAND 16 

Punchbowl Hobby Centre 
A very large range of model railway 
equipment was available here, including 
commercial train sets, kits, modellers 
bits and pieces, books and magazines. 
This imaginative stand won the Best 
Commercial Stand Certificate. 
STAND 17 

Sydney N Gauge Model Railway Club 
This was a modular N_ gauge layout 
which included many scratch built struc- 
tures and track work. A thoughtful 
gesture was ahandout leaflet which des- 
cribed the various modules and who owned 
and built them. A copy of the Club's 
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module standards was available on re- 
quest. 
STAND 18 

'O' Gauge - The King Gauge 
Norm Read and Col Shepherd's 0 gauge 
layout has been around for a long time 
but it is very popular and shows no 
signs of getting stale. Maybe the 
reason for this is that every year there 
is something new. 
out had been lengthened about 700 mn, 
this made the sidings longer and larger 
trains could be run. Col's new 36 
class loco ranwell and attracted atten- 
tion. 
STAND 19 

Triang Hornby by R Coldecott 
This was a private Triang Hornby lay- 
out, about3 mx1.5m. Alarge variety 
of Triang Hornby trains were running 
and there was a display of posters and 
drawings. 
STAND 20 

AMRA Competition Entries 
This year's Federal competitions were 
held in conjunction with the Exhibition, 
entries being displayed ina glass case. 
The competition results will be report- 
ed on elsewhere in Journal. Display- 
ed also were competition entries from 
previous years, and some of Arthur 
Sherwood's 1/240 scale live steamers. 
STAND 21 

Railmag Service 
Rail fan and model railway magazines and 
books bought andsold. 5000 magazines 
and nearly 200 volumes in stock, a good 
proportion of these were 
the Exhibition. 
STAND 22 

LGB Layout - Colin Everitt 
A one gauge/narrow gauge system which 
runs well. Several circuits rantrains 
continuously. 
STAND 23 

Menangle by Model Workshops 
This standard setting layout was once 
again included in the Exhibition. Not 
only the trains were moving, but things 
like vehicles and flocks of sheep were 
moved around during the course of the 
Exhibition. This layout won the best 
layout award. 


This year the lay-. 


available at: 


aan 


STAND 22 
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STAND 18 Norm Read shown operating his O gauge layout 


Colin Everitt's LGB Layout 


STAND 24 

Friedmont and MRC Kits 
These manufacturers of Australian pro- 
totype kits displayed their wares. A 
kit of a NSW TAM sleeping car was on 
special. A layout, 6 1x 1,2 th, ran 
finished versions of their kits. 
STAND 25 

Zig Zag Railway Co-op Ltd 
This stand had a display of photos of 
this preserved steam line in the Blue 
Mountains of NSW. Jef£ Mooney's HOn2 
layout was included in this stand. 
STAND 26 | 

Trevor James LGB 
Trevor's LGB layout was running well. 
Trains are very colourful and three 
circuits provided plenty of movement. 
STAND 27 

AMRA Tickhole Tunnel ; 
This HO model of the approaches to 
the Tickhole Tunnel in NSW was running 
smoothly. |. Featured was automatically 
controlled semaphore signals with re- 
alistic slow movement. 
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STAND 23 Menangle by Model Workshops. Left to right - Allan Brown, 
Bob Gallagher, Ron Cunningham 


STAND 28 

Warrimoo Model Railway Club 
Warrimoo MRC was’ represented by Col 
Bynne's HO 5.m.*x 2.5 m layout. Town- 
scape and country scenes were very 
nicely modelled. 
STAND 29 

Casula Hobbies 
A range of model railway equipment 
included Friedmont and MRC Kits, Lima, 
Hornby, etc, with many 'specials'. 
STAND 30 

Nibble Bar 
This popular refreshment stand traded 
throughout the Exhibition. 


STAND 31 

North West N Gauge MRC 
The N- gauge exhibit provided models 
of several different prototypes, and 
ran very well on the 0.8 m x 2m lay- 
out. 
STAND 32 

Shunting U Drive 
For those who felt like exercising 
their minds, this small stand provided 


STAND 25 Zig Zag Railway Co-op Ltd. some interesting problems. HO and N 
Geoff Mooney and his HOn2 layout. gauge shunting layouts were provided. 


aan 
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STAND 33 

Fantastic Toy and Hobby Shop 
Featured were the latest 'K's 
and Airfix products from England. AHM 
locos, Revel Kits, anda large range 
of imported model railway equipment was 
available. 
STAND 35 

Dubbo Model Railway Club 
This stand featured a HO4.5mx1.5_m 
layout. Models of NSW trains were 
included in the roster and they were 
run smoothly at correct speeds through 
realistic countryside. 
STAND 36 


kits, 


a™ Australian Railway Historical 


~, 


Society 
The Eastern Suburbs Railway was feat- 
ured on this stand, with a display of 
photographs and video tape showing the 
construction story. All kinds of 


railway interest books and magazines 
were on sale. 
STAND 37 


AMRA Tnformatinn Stand Nn 92 
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DLAND 33 
Narwood Hills Model Railway Club 
The Narwood Hills MRC ran a 1.33m x 
2.4m N gauge layout. The layout in- 
cluded mountain scenery, bridge, and 
cuttings. Stock was alternated be- 

tween NSW and US trains. 
STAND 39 
Marklin Distributors 
This commercial stand showed a large 
range of Marklin products. Gauge 1 and 
2 were included and a 2.4m square HO 
layout showed automatic operation with 
nine trains. 
STAND 40 
AMRA Hawkesbury/Knapsack Gulley 
Layout 
This, 5 <8: mex 339. m layout has not been 
seen at an exhibition for some time 
and made a welcome appearance at this 


One. The scenery was completely re- 
done for the occasion and it ran as 
well as ever. 

STAND 41 


Southern Cross Model Railway 


STAND 40 


A.M.R.A. Hawkesbury Layout 


STAND 40 
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The A.M.R.A. Hawkesbury Layout 


STAND 45 


Ray Pilgrim's Byalong Layout 
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Presentation night. Graham Larmour Presentation night. Graham Larmour 

presenting Ray Pilgrim with the Most presenting Jim Patterson of Punchbowl 

Popular Layout Award. Hobbies with the Best Commercial Stand 
Award . 


Presentation night. | Graham Larmour 

Pale Ce rar atone oe ene presenting Ivo and Corrine Bunker with 

ein, scl ie alent isa vee ae Special Award for running the Nibble 
as . Oh Beat ; | | 
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Association STAND 45 
The SCMRA was represented by Trevor South Coast Shunters and Modellers 
Moore's 3.8 m x 2.5 m HO layout. The This group was represented by Ray and 
layout includeda lot of scratch build- Christine Pilgrim's model of Bylong a 
ing and it ran very well. HO 4.5mx 1.6m layout of NSW prototype. 
STAND 42 The modelling was very well done and 

AMRA N Gauge this layout came close to winning the 
This was AMRA's 1.8mx1.8mN_ gauge best layout award. The layout was 
layout. Representing double track voted the most popular by the public 
main line and single track branch line and consequently won the most popular 
it ran mostly US prototype trains. award. 
STAND 43 

South Pacific Electric Railway There were two stands which did not’ 

Co-op receive a number, these were the AMRA 
Sydney Tramway Museum's stand was very No 1 information stand in the western 
original, featuring a mock-up of a tram- building and Garth's Loco Shed, seconc 
way kiosk. A display of tramway arti- hand shop. 
facts and photos completed the picture. Garth's was a last minute entry. 
STAND 44 This was a 'bring and buy' shop where “> 

Sydney N Gauge Model Railway Club modellers could sell unwanted equip- 
This stand featureda3 m x 3m N gauge ment and may be purchase that item 
layout of US prototype. Scenery in- they've been searching for for months. 
cluded atrestle bridge, waterfall, Prices were quite reasonable and it was 
mountains, township. Like most N gauge a good idea to include this type of 
layouts, trains ran without a hitch. stand 
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VIADUCT HOBBIES 


380 Flinders St. Melbourne. 


Ph: 62 3149 


Catering For Modellers Interested in 
English, American & Australian Prototypes. 


BROWSING HOURS: 08.30 we 18.00 MON - THURS 
08.30 san 17.45 FRIDAY 
08.30 a 12.30 SATURDAY 


ENQUIRIES & QUESTIONS GLADLY ANSWERED 


e™ This is 


~, 


this could. £111 "a" space bet 
platforms and the wall or backdrop in | 
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by Big Jim 
With Mitchelton station behind, 
we'll carry on toward town. After a 


few hundred metres is Prospect Street 
level crossing. Here we are back to 
basics with no frills at all. The 
street leads to nowhere in particular 
and trafficisvery light. Immediately 
after, on the north side of the line, 
is Wunderlich's asbestos cement factory. 
the only industry still rail 
connected along the branch. The main 
traffic is bulk cement, delivered from 
Darra in four-wheeled hopper wagons of 
class VJMC. Occasionally, other 
wagons are seen in the siding, such as 
open bogies of H class and its various 
derivatives. These probably convey 
finished goods out. 

The siding trails into the city- 
bound track, and is shunted by trains 
on their return trip. Access is by a 
small ground frame inthe cutting half- 
way from MitcheltontoGaythorne. This 
cutting: is: on:a curve. This tends to 
obscure things somewhat, and would not 
be copied too closely in a model, I 
should not think. 

Past the cutting and it's downhill 
to Gaythorne. Over the Pickering Street 
Bridge and we're in Gaythorne Station. 
This would be acandidate for modelling 
as is. The main thing in its favour 
is that itis situated onasharp curve. 
This would suit a lot of HO situations 
that I know of. Tne buildings are 


small and would be fairly simple to 
reproduce. The outside of the curve 
has a roughly triangular car park. 


space between the 


the corner of a layout. 

A couple more sinuous curves bring 
us to Enoggera. Over a simple RSJ 
bridge crossing a creek followed closely 
by the level crossing at Wardell Street 
we enter the station. Now reduced to 
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ANATOMY OF A BRANCH LINE: 


Part 4. 


an island platform witha track on each 
side. The spacious nature of the 
place shows what it once was. There 
were loops and sidings, some of which 
space is now occupied by the ubiquitous 
car park. At the time of writing, the 
last remaining vestiges are going. 
The trailing cross overs at each end 
of the station are being taken out. 
The station buildings, again, are 
simple and straight forward. Not 
exactly like any otheronthe line, but 
bearing a sort of family resemblance. 
There is some industrial development 
also on the line on the north side be- 
tween here and the next station. Most 
noticeable are the permutations of the 
aluminium painted corrugated iron shed, 
in sizes from zero toenormous. A huge 
new warehouse is currently being erec- 
ted just before reaching the South Pine 
Road level crossing at Alderly. The 
gaunt steel frame of a building under 
way could form a reasonably convincing 
space filler on a _ layout. Strip 
styrene and a suggestion of red paint. 
The line, lunderstand did have another 
industrial siding somewhere along this 
stretch, but a long time ago. Nicki ts 
were being modelled, it would be the 
ideal place to insert such interest. 
It could be developed into a_ iongish 
loop with sidings into factories. 
Alderly's level crossing is fully 
furnished. The station is almost the 
duplicate of Gaythorne, except that it 
curves the other way. 
A straight stretch of undulating 
track follows, with the tracks, in 


probably a legacy of doubling. One 


bridge on this part is quite interest- 
ing. Wakefield Street crosses the line 
On a gradient. It is a timber bridge, 
and a right mixture. Lt ise: Dudle 
in sawn timber and natural timber in 
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Detail of bridge, Wakefield Street - 
showing piecemeal replacements and old 
rail cross bracing. Tracks at diff- 
erent levels after doubling. 
KKKKKKKKKKKKE 


the round. Some of it is quite old 
and there are signs that several members 
of the structure have been recently 
replaced. The different colours of 
new timber could make an interesting 
feature in a model. The whole is 


doctored up with cross braces of old 
rail. 
Down-hill, past the brickworks, 


round a curve, over the six road level 
crossing and we're in Newmarket Station. 
The crossing has just one pair of booms, 
but a forest of flashing lights point- 
ing in all directions (except up and 
down). This is another station that 
has seen more expansive days. EE ries Am 
now reduced to having, apart from the 
platform tracks, only one loop on the 
outbound side, one trailing and one 


from round timber, 
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facing crossover. The buildings on 
the island platform are again in the 
family likeness, but appear somewhat 
larger. They again include the signal 
frame. As well asthe footbridge right 
across the station at the crossing end, 
there are two other accesses. Another 
footbridge crosses from the higher 
ground north of the station to the plat- 
form. The lower ground opposite con- 
nects with the platform by a subway. 

A sharpish curve through a rock cut- 
ting brings us to a straight stretch. 
A footbridge and a narrow slab decked 
road bridge cross the tracks onthe way 
to Wilston. The ground undulates 
along this stretch and a road runs 
closely parallel. Here's an oppor- 
tunity, ina model to. scenic a long 
narrow shelf, looking either way giving 
a choice of background. 

The next station, Wilston, is at the 
end of this straight. Standing at the 
entrance to a short rocky cutting, its 
island platform is curved. Access is 
again by subway, so - no footbridge. 

Not far to go to the largest timber 
structure on the line. The ground 
drops away and we cross Silvester Street 
onasubstantial five span bridge built 
As usual the en- 
bankment retainers are concrete slabs 
and old rails. 

Through another cutting, a rocky one, 
crossed by Cox Street onamodern style 
concrete span, and we come to Windsor 
Station. Another island platform with 
simple buildings. The footbridge is 
almost symmetric. 

A couple more curves brings the line 
to the Lutwyche Road bridge. At the 
time of writing, this is being rebuilt. 
The picture shows one side as it was 
originally, with steel span and side 
arcnes. The other depicts the new 
wider span concrete structure. A 
modeller has a choice here. He could 
base a miniature on either old or new 
or even at an in between stage. It 
could be made a valid excuse for later 
alterations to the layout. 

The line commences’ to climb from 
here to where it crosses the Breakfast 
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Trailing connection from 
Fibro Works, in cutting 
between Mitchelton and 
Gaythorne. 


Straight concrete span 
bridge over cutting near 
Windsor (Cox Road). 
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Five span timber 
Wilston 


viaduct, 


Island station, Wilston 
Subway access Only. 


Windsor Station 


Lutwyche Rd Bridge. 
spans on down line 


Old 
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Lutwyche Rd Bridge. New 
span on up line. Form- 
work for casting new down 
line spanis visible under 


Breakfast Creek - new 
bridge 
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Enoggera Station. Wide 
span of footbridge indi- 
cates that loops have been 
taken out 


Enoggera Station build- 
ing. Signal cabin at 
far end | 


So 


_ 
Ly 


Newmarket Station build- 


ings. Signal frame at 
far end. 


¥ 
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Lucky people of Newmarket. 
Their station has a sub- 
way and two footbridges 


Spaciousness' shows that 
there used to be more 
tracks in the station 
area 


Newmarket level crossing. 
No less than six -oads 


converge on it 


Timber decking of bridge 
at Wakefield Street, Ald- 
erly. Wooden railing 
concrete additions to 
abutments with wing para- 
pets on far side 
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Platform shelter = down 


side, Gaythorne 


double 
formed of pre-cast concrete 
girders on new piers cast on concrete 


Creek. The new bridge is 


tracked, 


a few feet downstream from the 
old. The old bridge was at bank level, 
built of timber in the round. Each 
track had a separate bridge and the 
inbound track also carried a footway. 
The new bridge continues at the higher 
level and starts to curve sharply. 
After crossing several more tracks, 
the spans become a_e solid embankment 
The Ferny Grove line then drops to 
join the rest of Queensland Railways 
at Bowen Hills Station. 

Now the reader may say that there 
is nothing in the foregoing that is at 
all remarkable. True enough, but the 


piles 


Page 61 


Branch flyover mayne, see 
old trackbed at right. 


object of the exercise is to demonstrate 
that a full examination of a stretch 
of track with recording of observations 
is not a waste of time. Once done, 
it can be referred to any time in the 
future. Selection of items for model- 
ling can be made by the recorder, or 
with the aid of photographs and a fair 
idea of basic dimensions, by any other 
person, 

In fact, it is one of the writer's 
hopes that anyone reading these words 
may be stimulated into realising that 
QGR is every bit as worth modelling 
as any other system. What can be done 
for this particular line can be done 
for any other, branch or main. 
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A QUESTION OF LINE 


by Peter Betts 


There would be few people who would 
disagree with the statement that British 
steam locomotives are more attractive 
than those of any other country. What 
makes a beautiful locomotive, and 
which was the most beautiful of all? 
It is a matter of opinion and a quest- 
ion of line. 

From around the year 1870 the style 
of locomotive which could be called 
typically British beganto appear. This 
was the Victorian style, where fineness 
and cleanness of line were more import- 
and than performance. After the first 
World War, the functional yet clean 
style quickly took over, still typically 
British, and remained until the last 
days of steam. Inthe last day, however, 
moves could be seen towards the purely 
functional ortypically American style, 
but fortunately or otherwise the all- 
conquering diesel cut short this natural 
progression. 

FAMILY TYPES 

The vast majority of British steam 
lacomotives can be seen to fall into 
definite family groups, where the par- 
entage is plain to see. At the turn 
of the century, themain families were: 
1 The Drummond family which included 

the locos of practically all the 
Scottish companies, the LSWR and 
LBSCR: the style clearly originated 
in part from Stroudley. 

2 The Dean family of the GWR, 
roots going back to Gooch. 

3 The Kirtley/Johnson family of the 
Midland. 

4 The Ramsbottom family of the LNWR, 
as perpetuated without blemish by 
Webb, Whale and Bowen Cooke. | 

5 The Worsdell family of the North 
Eastern. 

6 The Stirling family of the Great 
Northern, South Eastern and Hull 
and Barnsley. 


with 


During this period some of the large 
railway companies hadno style of their 
own. For instance, the Great Eastern 
Locomotives were an unashamed mongrel 
mixture of Dean and Johnson styles. 

In Edwardian times, atransition per- 
iod, locomotives witha more purposeful 
appearance bagan to take the rails and 
the following new families emerged: 

7 The H A Ivatt family of the Great 

Northern. 

8 The Deeley family of the Midland. 
9 The Churchward family of the Great 


Western. 
10 The Robinson family of the Great 
Central 
11 The Urie family of the LSWR. 
All locomotives built after the 
grouping with the exception of those 


designed by Bulleid could be seen to have 
evolved from the aforementioned famil- 
ies. The Churchward style was per- 
petuated on the Great Western by Collett 
and Hawksworth without blemish, and on 
the LNER the H A Ivatt style was per- 
petuated by Gresley, Thompson and Pep- 
percorn, although in the case of Thompson 
not entirely without blemish; the early 
locomotives of the LMS were pure Deeley 
as p detuated by Fowler; and the South- 
ern locos of Maunsell and the LMS locos 
of Stanier and H G Ivatt were in both 
cases a mixture of Urie, Churchward and 
Deeley. 

Into the days of nationalisation, 
the appearance of new locos’ could be 
seen tobe largely of the Stanier cock- 
tail, but interestingly included a bit 
of the Ramsbottom which, like some 
human characteristics, missed a gener- 
ation. Also, of course, the trend away 
from the British style was plain to see. 
FAVOURITE LOCOS 

Which locos were the most beautiful 
of all from a purely artistic point 
of view? My vote for the top four 
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would be as follows: 

1 Midland railway, Johnson 4-2-2 
Spinner of the earliest variety with 
lead springs for the driving wheels. 

2 LSWR, Adams 415 Class 4-4-2 'Radial 


Tank', as fitted with a Drummond 
boiler. 
3. LSWR, Drummond T7 Class 4-2-2-0 


double single, as rebuilt witha 
larger boiler. 
4 LNWR, Webb 'Teutonic! Class 2-2-2-0 
compound double single. 
I have 00 scale models of numbers 2 
and 3 and plan soon to construct an 0 
scale model of number 1. If someone 


decides to build an LNWR layout to which 


am I have access, Iwill also build number 


~ 


™ READERS 


4. 


Which locos were the best from an 
engineering point of view as being 
beautifully proportioned? My vote for 
the top four would be as follows: 

1  LNER, Gresley A4 Class 4-6-2 stream- 
liner with the valance removed. 
Surely the loco which at speed could 
most ably be described as 'poetry' 
in motion!', 
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2 British Railways, Riddle's 'Brit- 
annia' Class 4-6-2. 

3. Great Western Collett 'Castle' Class 
4-6-0 (the closely related 'Kings' 
and 'Stars' do not approach the 
'Castle' for geometric perfection). 

4 LMS, Stanier original unstreamlined 
‘Duchess! Class 4-6-2 (the closely 
related 'Princess Royal! Class to 
me is truly ugly). 

As a family type, my vote for the 
most handsome would be those of Dugald 
Drummond, as combining the feminine 
beauty of Johnson with the masculine 
ruggedness of Ramsbottom. 

CONCLUS ION 

How would the British steam loco have 
continued to develop? Perhaps towards 
American mechanical permissiveness or 
the ideas of castration dictated by 
Bulleid. We shall never know. Al- 
though most people would agree that 
the British types were the most beaut- 
iful, itis unlikely that any two would 
agree on which particular class was 
best of all. Perhaps others would write 
in and we may get a consensus of opinions. 
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LETTERS 


The Editor 
Dear Rex 

A 'Pop Valve' is, as I understand 
it, a device for 'letting off steam', 
therefore, as this is what I want to 
do, I direct these remarks’ to the 
column so headed! : 

First, inregard to 'Branch Notes!’ - 
I feel that too much space is wasted on 
location maps and details regarding 
local meetings, particularly as the 
latter are often out-of-date by the 
time one gets the 'Journal'!: _ . 


The Journal is a Federal publication 
and it is my contention that 'doings'! 
and not '‘'data' provide the interest - 
notes from the Queensland and West 
Australian Branches in Journal No 134 
are good examples of this type of re- 
porting, but again, half a column on 
page 90 referred to local branch ac- 
tivities, which, I submit, are of little 
or no interest to members in other 
States! 

Perhaps a little Editorial direction 
along these lines would be in order - 
plus a little judicious 'blue pencill- 
ing' - do we have a 'rewrite man'? 

As to location maps - who uses them? 
If one has an address one automatic- 
ally reaches for a road map or street 
directory to find out howto get there, 
so why not just print the relevant 
addresses and save the 'map Spaces!!!! 

Finally, on this subject, a plea 
to Branch Reporters = GET YOUR BRANCH 
NOTES WRITTEN UP AND SENT OFF REGULARLY? 
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Perhaps the Editor could give a ‘dead 
line' for receipt of copy for the next 
issue? , 

Secondly, I have heard many grizzles 
that the Journal is full of 'reprints', 
but if no-one contributes anything fresh 
'reprints' are all that are left if the 
Journal is to continue? Some 're- 
prints! are certainly acceptable, but 
too many definitely indicate either lack 
of interest or just plain laziness on 
the part of members. 


Continuing in this vein, I notice 
that although Victoria has the second 
largest membership, it seems to con- 
tribute less than any other State - a 
fact that is unfortunately emphasised 
by the number of members (?) who don't 
turn up at Vic Branch monthly meetings. 
Why? - Are Victorian members shy? - 
unwilling to share their knowledge 


with others? - All ‘arm chair' modell-— 


ers content to stay at home? - Or are 
they just content to sit back and let 
the 'few carry the can'? - Nasty? - 


Sure! - But the answer must be there 


somewhere!!! 


Now, thirdly, as to competitions. 
It appears to me that theré are a 
number of competitions under Federal 
jurisdiction as distinct from the State 
Branch variety, and, although members 
of long standing may know all about 
them and how they operate, I am sure 
that there are many others like me, a 
comparatively 'new boy' of only some 
four years' standing, who wouldn't have 
a clue. So, would it be possible 
for a write-up giving details of com- 
petitions open - to whom - and where 
and how to go about entering. 


Being quite convinced that, if this 
letter should get published, Iwill have 
upset and/or offended enough people for 
one attempt, I shall remain - 

Yours for a better Journal 
Yours faithfully’ , 


ay 


Gordon Duncan 


j 
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REQUIRE 


MODEL RAILWAY & 


RAILFAN MAGAZINES ? 


Contact us 
to complete your library. 


RAILMAG SERVICE 


P.O. Box 174, Miller. 2168. N.S.W. Australia. 
Telephone (02) 601 7906 


SHOWROOM — 366 ELIZABETH DRIVE, 


MT. PRITCHARD. (LIVERPOOL) 2170. —_ 


PLEASE TELEPHONE BEFORE YOUR VISIT, 
THANK YOU 


MAGAZINE STOCKED include: -- 
Model RR., RMC, Trains Rly modeller, 
MRN, MRC, Railfan, AMRM, Railway 
Mag. Rail Classics plus many others. 


JOURNALS include:-. Narrow gauge, 


Industrial railway journal, Bulletin, Net- 
work, Modern tramway, trolley wire, 
AMRA & RTM. ms 


always available 
UK, USA, European, Australasian & 


Asian titles. -~ 


MANY of the ‘‘Hard to Get’’ Australian 
& New Zealand title are obtainable. 


BOUND VOLUMES available or your 
books professionally bound for you. 


NSW (Australian) KITS assembled, paint- 
ed and RTR (To order only). 


DETAILING & repainting of Lima, 
Hornby etc., (44, 38, GM's). (To order). 


RING COLL OR CRIS FOR YOUR 
REQUIRMENTS OR JUST COME OVER 
FOR A CHAT & A CUP OF.....0:...-- 


(02)'6017906 | 
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BRANCH NOTES 


NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH NOTES 


AMRA 
Clu Broom 


The Branch A.G.M. was’ held on Sat- 
urday 2 February, and the following 
were elected to the Committee of Man- 


agement: 

President Neville Murray 
Vice President Frank Potts 
Secretary Bob Wardrop 
Treasurer John Skilton 
Branch Reporter Bob Gioia 
Committee Allan Tonks 


Jack Parker 
George Bray 
Norm Thomas 
Phil Kelly 


Phil Larmour: 


This year we have a new President, 
Neville Murray, after former President, 
Denis Meredith, retired. We also have 
a new Secretary, Bob Wardrop, who has 
previously beenonthe Committee. Back 
on the Committee we have George Bray, 
Norm Thomas and Phil Kelly. 

We are exhibiting the N gauge layout 
at Chatswood in April, and would apprec- 
iate help, not only onthe weekend, but 
also onthe Friday night with the sett- 
ing up. In the next few weeks we will 
start work on the Hawksbury layout, so 
that it will be ready for October, and 
also to teach the newer members how to 
Operate it. 

We will again have two halls at our 
Exhibition at the RAS Showground on 4, 
5 and 6 October. Early next year we 
are celebrating our 25th Anniversary 


over the Australia Day long weekend. 
More about that in following issues. 


Bob Gioia 
Branch Reporter 


VICTORIAN 


BRANCH NOTES 


General meetings are held on the 
second Thursday each month comme cning 
at 8 p.m. at the clubrooms, 92 Wills 
Street, Glen Iris. The clubrooms 
are open from 7.30 p.m. on these 
nights for operation of your H.O. or 
N gauge trains on the club layouts. 
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AMR.A. 
HON. LIFE MEMBERS 
1979 
Tim Dunlop Faith Dean 
Margaret Dunlop Ernie Dean 
_ Alan Wilson Norm Read 
Rick Richardson Rex Little 
Arthur Harrold Maurie McKinnon 
Jack Treseder June Dunn 
Cedric Rolfe Stuart Westerman 
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TELECOM MAN SALVAGES 


SOUTHPORT TRAIN ‘WRECK’ 


Gerry Verhoeven, son of a Dutch railway family, is an in- 
curable case of railway fever. His home is a maze of 
hundreds of metres of tracks used by dozens of perfect 
scale models mostly made by himself. Tracing disused 
Railway lines is kinderd activity and Gerry boasts that he 
has walked nearly every such track in North Queensland. 


Reprinted from 'Telecom' 


You've probably not heard of the Great 
Southport Post Office Train Disaster in 
which anengine tender and two carriages 
were severely damaged with wheels and 
axles strewn about and buffers snapped 
Off: 

For those closely connected, it was 
a tragedy - however, a tragedy redeemed 
by the close co-operation between Aust- 
ralia Post and Telecom staff. 

A valuable antique Hornby clock- 
work train had been inadequately packed 
for posting, and had apparently been 
damaged beyond repair in transit. 

The train had been posted in Mel- 
bourne, in a posting bag, but with no 
stiff material for support, or soft 

inner packing. - Ke | *s 

Senior Postmaster Keith Watson soon 
received acomplaint and claim for dan- 
ages from the addressee, who said that 
the item was a collector's piece, and 
could not be replaced. 

Keith was upset that sucha valuable 
and interesting old train should be 


and set about trying to find 


wrecked, 
collectors who could help with repairs. 


Local hobby shop owner and model 
enthusiast Max Swift dismantled the 
crushed engine, tender and carriages, 
did amini panel beating job and restored 
the pieces to near original condition. 
Then he reassembled them. 

But he was not able to’ supply the 
unique pressed metal wheels which had 
gone out of production shortly after 
the second World War. 

He told Keith that the only chance 
of finding the wheels would be from a 
previous owner of this model, who may 
still have some items’ packed away. 
Keith began a thorough search of every 
likely spot on the Gold Coast. Then 
he asked his Gold Coast postmasters 
for help - and they rallied round. 
HOPES DASHED : 

One by one the prospects were trac- 
ed. and hopes. were dashed until Nev 
Smith, Postmaster at Palm Beach, said 
that the only man in Australia likely 
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to still have spare parts for this ‘touch up! for the new buffer and sur- 
1920 Model would be Gerry Verhoeven, rounds, and the small antique, fully 
who once worked in the Townsville Post restored to its former glory, was re- 
Office. turned to the addressee who was quite 

Keith contacted Senior Postmaster amazed by all the effort onthe part of 
Gordon Callaghan of Townsville, who SO many people, to repair the item. 
advised that Gerry Verhoeven now worked Keith Watson said: ‘despite our 
for Telecom. Soon contact was estab- parting of the ways, the two separate 
lished, Gerry said he could help, and commissions enjoy continuing co-oper- 
with less time than anyone, but model ation and goodwill. It is much appre- 
train enthusiasts could imagine, the ciated. Thanks Gerry for your keen 
little train was fitted with carefully collector-instinct and rescue operation 
preserved spare parts. when all seemed lost. 

Gerry even made areplica buffer for ‘Your generous gesture in public re- 
the damaged carriage. And because it lations and goodwill is most appre- 
was a labor of love, he would not hear ciated. Thanks too to George and Des 

o we payment. for their valuable hlep. If we hear 

Next, Southport Telecom technicians of any old trains needing a loving home, 


George Collins and Des Fox arranged a we'll know where to send them!! 
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STAND 23 Model Workshop's Menangle layout. STAND 25 Zig Zag Railway Co-op 
STAND 19 Rod Caidecott's Triang - Hornby Layout 


Page 68 A.M.R.A. Journal No 139 


Economist Queries NSW Rail Plan 


Reprinted from Engineers Australia 
7 March 1980 


Is the decision of the NSW Govern- 
ment to go ahead with the XPT high speed 
train the right approach to the prob- 
lem of country passenger services in 
the State? 

This was the question put’ to the 
audience by Dr George Webb, keynote 
speaker at the inaugural Australian 
Passenger Transport Conference in Can- 
berra. 

Webb is a senior lecturer in trans- 


port economics at the Royal Military 


College, Duntroon, ACT. 
He raised the issue in the light of 


og RRR. Be Frain wag’ 


Left: A lightweight, single wire 25kV AC catenary as used in 


a study at the Australian Graduate School 
of Management which compared the cap- 
abilities and performance of a conven- 
tional train - not the XPT - with those 
of a bus. 

Webb said the study found the cap- 
ital cost per seat per year foratrain 
was $327 as against $148 for a_ bus, 
and fuel consumption at 5 litres/km and 
0.3 litres/km also favours the _ bus 
alternative. Taking into consideration 
that it may take six buses to provide 
the same service as one train, the buses 
are still two or three times as fuel- 
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France. This is designed for 


bridle support to avoid pantograph bounce. Right: A conventional 1.5kV DC catenary construction. 


speeds up to 110km/h with the 


efficient as trains. 
The study also 
more flexible and less labor-intensive 
alternative. 
Webb said the high speed train being 
NSW Government would 
even less favourably 


purchased by the 
possibly compare 
with buses. 


Ive Bunker 

Bob Gorrell 
Alan Dowel 
Stephen Suggitt 
Rex Little 

Norm Read 

Jack Treseder 
Mal Baker. 

John Sneddon 
John Dunn 
Graham Larmour 
Ken Down 

David Ellis 
Arthur Robinson 
Bruce Lovett 
Eric Doherty 
June Larmour 


Locomotives like 
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buses area 


CODA 


Eric Doherty 
June Larmour 
Fyfe Thorpe 
Eric Lyon 
John Skilron 
Keith Robinson 
Dot Treseder 
Tony Gray 
Jim Christie 
Jack Parker 
Rup Ackland 
Bill Morehouse 
George Bray 
Arthur Hayes 
Simon Mead 
Cec Wall 

Jack Eagles 
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this could be a thing of the past under the 
proposals. Trains would be heavier and faster if hauled by electric locos. 


e 


\ 
S 


electrification 


He suggested that, on the basis of 
service provided, oneof the XPT trains 
costing 38.5 million could be at least 
equalled by six buses at $150 000 each. 

He said a new comparative study is 
urgently required specially consider- 
ing that another $200-$300 million may 
have to be spent on track upgrading to 


make it suitable for XPT use. 
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AUSTRALIAN MADE MATERIALS 
FOR AUSTRALIAN MODELLERS 


Roofing & siding sheets 

.004” aluminium - .010 styrene 150 x 
75mm, aluminium tray and corrugated 
for HO - tray only for N - styrene HO 
scale in corrugated only - 

Aluminium sheets 10 for $2.60 

Styrene sheets 10 for $3.10 

Scribed wood, 300 x 75 x 3mm, 8” & 12” 
plank & weatherboard, in HO scale - 5 
sheets for $2.50. 

Cork underlay for track - HO 900 x 31 x 
3mm - 5 lengths (15’) for $2.50. All post 
paid. 7 


G. DUNCAN. 
18 Waratah Avenue, Glenhuntiy 
Victoria. 3163. 
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ST. HELJAN CITY: PART 3 


Capital of The Sovereign State of St. Erics 


By Eric Watson 


In Article 2, it was shown how an 
analysis of the Princes Bridge Station, 
Melbourne, was used to work out how to 
build the St Heljan City Station complex. 
A similar method was used to determine 
how to built Port Saint Heljan, the 
Port Adelaide of Yester Year. 

The Port Road with an extension to 
the Port River, where one walked along 
some covered bridge arrangement to catcn 
the one penny ferry. To the left of 
the Port Road is the old station. A 
bit of astreet with old shops then the 
Old Port Dock. Factories on the right 
hand side, a couple of tin huts on the 
left hand side, the railway lines some 
distance away. The Old Port Dock was 
(or is) a dead end dock. 

Thus L laid 3" x5" timber (25"">« 4" 
would be better) in anLshape, loosely 
on the base board. A couple of ships 
were made: up to gauge the width, then 
the ends werefilled in. Flat 1" bead- 
ing was then glued in an L shape, and 
then clamped and glued on asa walkway. 
Steps fromanold footbridge were added. 
As this looked a bit odd, kiosks were 
false shop fronts were added underneath. 

A Triang station was added, this 
suiting the area best. As will be 
conclusively proven inalater article, 
it was Fred Sivitar's fault lover est- 
imated the size of the baseboard, 
getting into trouble with her, because 
the room door wouldn't opén properly 
thus 6 square inches had to be: cut out 
of a corner -. leaving the road going 
Over a precipice. That took some 
working out, but eventually the gap 
became: an, extension of the Port River 
with a covered pridge over it. 3 

This allowed the door to open OK - 
but put the bridge in danger of being 
crushed. My assistant, Hextomm Katt 
fixed that by putting in a door’ stop 


ships in full 


out of sight. My word, I'm glad I 
don't thing of devious ideas like THAT. 

In the docks may be seen the liners 
of the Saint Line, trawlers, cargo boats, 
sail, and units of the 
5th Fleet of St Erics Navy. 

On the area is the Maritime Control 
Centre, aTransport interchange - term- 
inus, cars, taxis, buses, helicopters, 
boat train, AND The Gluttons Paradise 
Road House. That is undoubtedly one 
up on Perthites - but it is a pity the 
real Gluttons Paradise is so very far 
away - don't miss this great eatery when 
in Perth. 

Here the 'Aladins Lamp' principle 
(Article 1) operates also. Ships in 
the docks do not photograph well, so 
special boards quickly convert the docks 
to stands - swapping Port St Heljan for 
the St Heljan Maritime Museum. With 
the extra height, the ships photograph 
very nicely indeed. 

'New layouts for old fora few 
minutes work.' : 
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NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for publica- 
tion. ! 
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Reprinted from 'Westrail', 


January 1979 
Photo courtesy of Westrail 


The locomotives have been purchased 
by the Peterborough Steam Preservation 
Society. A great deal of work will 
have to be done, however, before these 
old giants will again be able to oper- 
ate under their own steam. 
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Three old steam locomotives, two W 
class and one PMR, have been prepared 
at Westrail's Midland Workshops in read- 
iness for shipment by flat top wagon 
to South Australia. 
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Public Works Department of 
Western Australia's rail trac- 
tor PW 22, which once worked 
the jetty at Port Sampson. 
This narrow gauge (3'6'') die- 
sel- mechanical loco was built 
by Motor Rail Ltd in England. 
PW 22 now resides in the Pil- 
bara Railways Historical Soc- 
iety's Museum, Dampier, WA. 


1890 vintage rolling 
stock with wooden under- 
frames. The low sided 
wagon is a typical Western 
Australia Railways wagon, 
but was owned bythe P.W.D. 
for service on the Cossack 
to Roebourne Tramway. The 
fine weather only 'passen- 
ger wagon' is represent- 
ative of early ‘hard class! 
passenger service provided 
to settlers. Both items 
are located at the Pilbara 
Railways Historical Soc- 
iety's Museum, Dampier, WA 
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